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Old Saybrook Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes of May 19, 2004


I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Robert McIntyre called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Attending Members



Absent Members
Robert McIntyre, Chairman


Salvatore Aresco, Alternate Member

Kathleen Smith, Vice Chairman

James Conroy, Alternate Member

Stuart Hanes, Secretary

Judith Gallicchio, Regular Member

Richard Tietjen, Regular Member

Janis Esty, Alternate Member

Attending Staff
Christine Nelson, Town Planner

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk

III. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. Minutes

MOTION to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 5, 2004.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  In favor:  R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, R. Tietjen.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: J. Gallicchio (was not at the May 5 meeting).  APPROVED 4-0-1.

B. Correspondence

MOTION to use credit balance on statement 6391 towards Branse & Willis, LLC statement 6389 in the amount of $391.50 leaving a remaining credit of $526.50.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, R. Tietjen.  Opposed:  None.  Abstaining:  None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

MOTION to pay Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, Inc. Invoice 7436 in the amount of $259.52 for services rendered March 13 through April 23, 2004 for General Consultation, Invoice 7437 in the amount of $485.70 for services rendered March 13 through April 23, 2004 for Saybrook Woods Phase II Subdivision, and Invoice 7438 in the amount of $242.85 for services rendered March 13 through April 23, 2004 for Saltaire Subdivision.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, R. Tietjen.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

C. Committee, Representative & Staff Reports

Conservation Commission Subcommittee- Richard Tietjen will meet with the Conservation Commission on June 1st to continue working on updating the text for the Conservation & Open Spaces section of the Plan of Conservation & Development.

Land Acquisition Committee- The Committee recommended that the Town contribute $50,000 towards the purchase of the Fairbank property to expand the Great Cedars Conservation Area.  The Old Saybrook Land Trust will also contribute towards the purchase through fundraisers or grants.

Sidewalk Committee- Will meet Wednesday May 26.

Staff Reports
-Geoffrey Jacobson of Nathan L. Jacobson & Associates, Inc. is the newly appointed Town and Consulting Engineer.


-Trees were planted at the Saybrook Woods Subdivision where there was an encroachment on the Conservation Easement.


-Blue Point, Inc. laid mulch on the slope of the pedestrian easement walkway instead of grass seed to keep the bank from eroding.  The use of a split rail fence was also discussed for pedestrian safety.

MOTION to recommend that Mr. Bessoni have ground cover suitable for erosion control on the bank of the pedestrian walkway at Blue Point Incorporated, with the approval of the Enforcement Officer.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Judith Gallicchio.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, R. Tietjen.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS (8:00 p.m.)

None scheduled.

V. OLD BUSINESS

A.
Petition to Amend Section 5.2.1(f)3 of the Subdivision Regulations -“Minimum Area of Buildable Land”
Petitioner:  John Whittier Anderson

Agent:  William Childress, Esq.


Stuart Hanes and Richard Tietjen recused themselves from the discussion.  Robert McIntyre seated Janis Esty for Richard Tietjen.  Judith Gallicchio stated that she was not able to attend the previous meeting, but listened to the taped recording of the meeting, reviewed all files and materials submitted, and is prepared to give a qualified vote.

Each commission member voiced his or her opinion on the Petition to Amend the Subdivision Regulations.  Noting the information presented, commission members felt that the regulation change is unnecessary.  The current regulation has served to protect the public health and safety of the Town and is consistent with the Plan of Conservation & Development sections on Water Resources and Conservation & Open Spaces.  The regulation is also consistent with policies of the Connecticut Coastal Management Act, Federal Emergency Management Agency, and Old Saybrook Water Pollution Control Authority. 

MOTION to deny the Petition to Amend Section 5.2.1(f)3 of the Subdivision Regulations -“Minimum Area of Buildable Land”.  MOVED by Judith Gallicchio.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, J. Gallicchio, J. Esty.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 4-0-0.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

A.
Amendments to the Zoning Regulations regarding accessory structures on Non-Conforming Lots; setbacks from Tidal Wetlands, Definitions of “Structure” and “Special Flood Hazard Area”; compliance with Flood Hazard Ordinance and Elevation of Residential Structures; and Signs in several non-residential districts
Petitioner: Zoning Commission

Agent: Madeleine B. Fish, Chairman, ZC


Stuart Hanes and Richard Tietjen are reseated.  Commission members reviewed the proposed amendments and made the following comments:

· A definition is needed for Minor Accessory Buildings.

· The Maximum Height for Accessory Buildings and Structures (10 feet) should be equal to that of Minor Accessory Buildings and Structures.

· Eliminate the word “all” whenever possible.

· Section 7.4.10 should have a definition for the term “activities” that are expressly prohibited and state that the setback is to retain a naturally vegetated buffer.

· Review Section 64.5.2 for inconsistencies with State Road Zoning Regulations and to determine if it should apply to Main Street businesses.

· Section 64.5.5 Marine Commercial should have the same size sign allowed as Central Business, Shopping Center Business, and Gateway Business considering the distance viewed from the water.

· The administrative workload may increase as a result of the proposed regulation changes.

B.
Municipal Improvement of the “Town Green”
Petitioner: Board of Selectmen

Agent: Jill Caouette, Vice Chairman, ARB


Commission members reviewed the draft copy of Improvements to Town Green submitted to the Board of Selectmen by Jill Caouette and the Town Green Committee and made the following comments:

· The appearance of the Town Green should be consistent with the aesthetics of the brick façade of the Main Street School and surrounding buildings and grounds.

· The walkways leading to the Main Street School should be level and smooth for parents with carriages and be able to support vehicular traffic during markets, festivals, and events.

· The Community Events sign should be consistent with the Zoning Regulations for scale and size.

· The African Queen boat is not in scale with the surroundings.

· The brick pavers at the Veterans Memorial should be uniform in color and subdued.

VII. WORKSHOP

A. “Bayside Road” Municipal Improvement / Coastal Site Plan
Petitioner: Board of Selectmen


Christine Nelson prepared another drawing of the Bayside Road ending without a turnaround.  The sketch included a scenic overlook sign, three benches on an area of grass, interpretive signage, timber post and rail, bicycle rack, and granite boundary markers.  The commission decided on designating only two benches, the smallest possible bicycle rack, attaching the scenic overlook sign to the timber post and rail, and including phrasing on the scenic overlook sign that can be enforced by the Police (“dawn to dusk”).  Christine will get the commission’s recommendations onto the survey and send copies to Joan Hoezel, Office of Long Island Sound Programs, for comments and to the Board of Selectmen.

B.  “Road Endings” Municipal Improvements Program
Barnes Rd(s)., Cromwell Pl., Uncas Rd., Billow Rd., Willard Ave.


The Commission decided to work on the Barnes Road ending next as a possible coastal access point.

C. “Community Facilities” Section of the Plan of Conservation & Development
The Sidewalk Committee will meet Wednesday May 26.
VIII. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 11:02 p.m. until the next regularly scheduled meeting on June 2, 2004 at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, 155 College Street, Saybrook Point.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, R. Tietjen.  Opposed:  None.  Abstaining:  None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,
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